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DECLARATION ON THE AFRICAN ANTI-CORRUPTION YEAR

WE, Heads of State and Government of the African Union, meeting at our 315 Ordinary
Session in Nouakchott, Islamic Republic of Mauritania, following our debate on the 2018
theme of the year: “Winning the Fight Against Corruption: A Sustainable Path to Africa’s
Transformation”:

Recalling decision Assembly/AU/Dec.657(XXIX) taken at the 29" Ordinary Session of
the African Union, that declared 20187as the African-Anti-Corruption Year;
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HEREBY:

1. EXHORT all African Union Member States to empower national anti-corruption
agencies, financial intelligence units, audit firms and relevant bodies by
strengthening their independence and adequately financing and capacitating
them to be able to perform their duties in a hitch-free manner;

2. APPEAL to Member States to strengthen South-South cooperation through
voluntary information exchange, mutual legal assistance and sharing of best
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practices among national anti-corruption agencies, audit institutions or relevant
bodies devoted thereto;

3. DECIDE to combat illicit financial flows through measures such as the
establishment of effective ownership registers, country-by-country reporting of
financial information, participation in automatic exchange of tax information
agreements, and support in strengthening tax authorities through the work of the
African Tax Administration Forum:;
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12. EXPRESS SATISFACTION to H.E. Muhammadu Buhari, President of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria, Champion of the theme of the year, for his
stewardship and commitment towards the commemoration of this theme;

13. INSTRUCT the Commission to report regularly on the implementation of this
Declaration.
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